My name is ________________________________ Class  3 -      Number ______
[image: image1.jpg]


Ichiro
Ichiro Suzuki is a famous Japanese baseball player.  He was born on October 22nd, 1973 in Kasugai, Japan.  When he was very young, he began to play baseball.  At age 7, Ichiro joined his first baseball team.  He asked his father, Nobuyuki Suzuki, to teach him to be a better player.  They practiced very hard every day for 4 hours.  His practice helped him to become a great baseball player.

In 1987, at age 12, Ichiro became dedicated( 捧げました) to playing professional baseball.  Ichiro went to Aikodai Meiden High School in Nagoya.  There he played as a pitcher.  His team never won the Japanese National Tournaments, but he didn’t give up on baseball.

Because he was a small man, many Japanese league(連盟) teams did not want Ichiro.  Finally, in 1991, Orix Blue Wave had Ichiro as a team member.  During the 9 years with the team, he made many records(前代未聞).  In 2000, he was asked to play baseball with the Seattle Mariners in Seattle, Washington, U.S.A.  After arriving in America, Ichiro again made many records.  Ichiro Suzuki’s baseball skills have become legendary(伝奇的).
Lesson 7 questions
1. Do you know where Ichiro went to high school?
______________________________________________________________________________

2. Do you know who taught Ichiro to become a better player?

______________________________________________________________________________
3. Do you know how many years he played baseball for Orix Blue Wave?

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Do you know what year Ichiro joined his first baseball team?

______________________________________________________________________________

5. Do you know what age he became dedicated to playing professional baseball?

______________________________________________________________________________

6. Do you know why many Japanese League teams did not want Ichiro?
______________________________________________________________________________

7. Do you know where Ichiro played baseball in America?

______________________________________________________________________________



TEACHERs PLEASE NOTE:


This activity can be used for 三年生 Total English 3 page 70 OR page 81.  The questions can be changed to match the lesson.   Also, if you like, the questions for page 70 or 81 can be changed as well.  

Here are the following answers for page 70: 
Answers with (   ) is optional, the words are not required.  Some of the answers can be different.  Use your own judgment.
Lesson 7 Questions
1. Do you know where Ichiro went to high school?

Yes.  He went to Aikodai Meiden High School (in Nagoya).
2. Do you know who taught Ichiro to become a better player?

Yes.  His father taught him to be a better player.
3. Do you know how many years he played baseball for Orix Blue Wave?

Yes.  He played baseball for 9 years (for the Orix Blue Wave).
4. Do you know what year Ichiro joined his first baseball team?

Yes.  At age 7, (he/Ichiro) joined his first baseball team.
5. Do you know when he became dedicated to playing professional baseball?

Yes.  In 1987, at age 12, (Ichiro/he) became dedicated to playing professional baseball.
6. Do you know why many Japanese League teams did not want Ichiro?

Yes.  Because he was a small man (many Japanese league teams did not want Ichiro).
7. Do you know where Ichiro played baseball in America?

Yes.  He played baseball in Seattle, Washington, U.S.A.
Lesson 8 Questions

1. What did Ichiro join at age 7?
2. What did Ichiro make when he played Japanese league baseball in Japan?

3. Where did Ichiro go to high school?
4. Why did many Japanese league teams not want Ichiro?
5. Who was the person that helped Ichiro be a better player?
6. When did Ichiro become an Orix Blue Wave member?

7. When did he go to America?
